Priest Lake Museum




The Priest Lake
Museum Association
was founded to preserve
and promote the rich
heritage of the
surrounding region.
The newsletter is
published annually and
edited by Jeanne
Tomlin.

Early Reviews for the Museum’s New Priest Lake History Book

“Dr. Smith has written a wonderful, solid history of a fascinating corner of our state. I
found myself marveling over and over again at new information, previously untold stories
and unfamiliar archival collection.”

“The author has made use of a wide variety of primary sources and documents in telling
this history, which will appeal to anyone involved with Priest Lake and Idaho history in

general.”

“I was particularly drawn in by the small stories that populate the narrative.”

“I was fascinated by the author’s information about how so much of the lake become state
property.”

“This is a well-researched, engaging history full of human interest appeal about a part of
Idaho that deserves such attention.”
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One of the most visible CCC projects remaining is the Priest Lake
Museum located at Luby Bay. The rustic log cabin built in 1935-
36 housed forest rangers until 1989. Using native materials, CCC
crews cut the notched logs, gathered rock for the chimney and
fireplace and slate for the front porch. A small CCC mill near
Nordman provided the flooring and furniture.

Under supervision of the Forest Service, CCC crews expanded the
campground at Luby Bay and opened up the lakeshore picnic area.
Recruits cleared brush and fallen logs, thinned trees, provided an
underground water system, improved roads and built picnic tables,
stoves and sanitation facilities. They also developed campgrounds at
Outlet, Osprey, Reeder Bay, Indian Creek and Granite Creek.

SPECIAL EXHIBIT: PROHIBITION




CCC crews assigned to road construction learned to survey roads, dynamite
stumps and to drive and maintain equipment. Early roads improved by these
crews were Reeder Bay including access and parking at Elkins Resort,
Eastside road from Cavanaugh Bay to Indian Creek, Lamb Creek and
Squaw Valley. Most area trails were cleared by recruits for access to forest
fires or lookouts and signs were added.

Foreman John Sudneckovich taught recruits how to
procure and place the telephone poles and string the
lines. With emphasis on safety, he showed the crews
how to use and maintain tools and to tighten wires.
Improved communication to Priest River and around
the lake resulted in a more efficient system for
reporting and fighting fires.
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STILL TIME TO SUPPORT THE PRIEST LAKE HISTORY BOOK

We invite you to support an exciting book to be published by the Priest Lake Museum in collaboration
with Washington State University Press. A lasting legacy, this is a comprehensive, illustrated, and
documented history of Priest Lake. To make a financial pledge or donation, please complete and return

this form before June 15:

Name as you would like it to
appear:

Address:
City: State: Zip:

Benefactor $1000 and over Supporter  $100 to $499
Sponsor  $500 to $999 Contributor ~ $1 to $99
Mail to: Priest Lake Museum Association, P.O. Box 44, Coolin, ID 83821.

oordinato







Priest Lake Museum Association

P.O. Box 44
Coolin, ID 83821

Be sure to visit the museum this summer and check out the exhibit on prohibition!
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